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Science, art, and music come together 
during NASA’s Beautiful Earth event in Highlands County

[bookmark: _GoBack]On October 16th, 2014 NASA’s Beautiful Earth program teamed up with Archbold Biological Station in Venus, FL and South Florida State College in Avon Park, FL to create an art, music, and science event for our community. The event combined the live music of Kenji Williams with a multi-media presentation of NASA visualizations, and a talk by NASA scientist and arctic explorer, Dr. Thorsten Markus.  Ninety middle school students from Lake Placid Middle School visited Archbold in the morning for a private viewing and participated in hands-on workshops.  The college hosted a free public performance in the afternoon as part of its Third Thursday series.
Valerie Casasanto, from the University of Maryland, Baltimore County and NASA Goddard, is the lead organizer of the program.  She explains it this way, “The Beautiful Earth program inspires and engages students on all levels: the heart, the head, and the hands. The ultimate goal is to have kids gain a brand new perspective of our home planet, go into STEM and NASA Earth science careers, and become better stewards of our home planet.”
Archbold’s Education Coordinator, Dustin Angell was most excited about customizing the event.  “Connecting NASA’s eyes in the sky with Archbold’s eyes on the ground was a lot of fun as an educator, and gave us the chance to get creative.  For example, after showing the students images of prescribed fires seen from space, we hiked to a recently burned area.  And after looking at Landsat imagery of our region, which has a 30x30 meter resolution, the students formed a 30x30m human square.”
The shows and accompanying talks were customized to focus on Florida’s heartland.  NASA visualizations of our region, and photos and videos of Florida scrub habitat were used during Kenji William’s multi-media presentation, Bella Gaia. Archbold Director, Dr. Hilary Swain gave a talk on the coupling of NASA and Archbold research.  NASA Earth Scientist, Dr. Thorsten Markus, an expert in polar ice research, adapted his talk, too, illustrating how the ocean currents around Florida are connected to the arctic and effected by the Earth’s climate.
These shows were part of Beautiful Earth’s four year tour of the country, sponsored by a NASA grant.  Organizers, Valerie, Kenji, and Thorsten enjoyed learning about Florida’s heartland and hope to come back with another program in the future. 

Archbold Biological Station is an independent, not-for-profit research facility located on the Lake Wales Ridge and lies within the headwaters of the Everglades, the lands that drain south into Lake Okeechobee. The Station is dedicated to long-term ecological research, conservation, and education. It’s all part of the global effort to understand, interpret and preserve the world’s natural heritage. 

Visit us at www.archbold-station.org or find and Like us on Facebook. For more information call 863-465-2571 during business hours.
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Figure 1 Lake Placid Middle School Students at Archbold Biological Station are captivated during talk by NASA arctic explorer, Dr. Thorsten Markus (photo: Jen Brown)
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Figure 2 Lake Placid Middle School students at Archbold Biological Station create a human square the same size as a Landsat pixel, 30x30 meters (photo: Jen Brown)
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Figure 3 Kenji Williams performs for Lake Placid Middle School Students at Archbold Biological Station (photo: Evan Barrientos)
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